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Welcome
The outstanding and unique character of this 
conference is that we, the TSAC committee, try 
with great effort to combine broad spectrums 
of research fields under one goal; the develop-
ment of our country. It’s always been our and my 
personal belief that any fields of study can im-
prove our country and that the impact will yield 
more strongly if our contributions can be united. 

Moreover, all presidents of Thai Student Associ-
ations/ communities in Europe are establishing 
the official collaboration in TSAC 2012. This will 
boost the sustainable bond between Thai stu-
dents associations and will further enhance their 
ability to contribute to Thai students in Europe.

In addition, with this conference, we have ar-
ranged a mini-symposium on the hot topic 
“Flooding in Thailand: policy, technique, and 
management” presented by our invited speakers 
Dr. Adri Verwey from Deltares and Mr. Maarten 
Hofstra from Water Governance Centre .

I would like to thank Mr. Chol Bunnag: project 
leader of TSAC 2012 together with all TSAN 
committees and the Presidents of Thai Stu-
dent Associations/communities in Switzerland, 
France, Germany, Sweden, Italy, Austria, and 
the UK for their contribution and participation 
which have completed this conference. I also 
would like to thank our supports from the Royal 
Thai Embassy, Nuffic Neso Thailand, Nether-
lands-Thai Chamber of Commerce (NTCC), 
and Office of The Civil Service Commission in 
Thailand.

I wish all participants to have an excellent time 
and a chance to build up your academic network 
in TSAC 2012. I’m strongly confident that TSAC 
2012 will be one of the most important mile-
stones among Thai Students in Europe.

With Warm Regards,

Mr. Panya Sae-Lim,
The President
Thai Students Association in the Netherlands 
(TSAN)

As the President of Thai Students Association 
in the Netherlands (TSAN), I am very pleased 
to welcome all participants from Denmark, Es-
tonia, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Neth-
erlands, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand and the 
United Kingdom to Thai Student Academic Con-
ference (TSAC) in Volendam, the Netherlands 
during June 1-3, 2012.

TSAN was founded by a small group of Thai stu-
dents in the Netherlands in 2004, the 400th an-
niversary of Thai-Dutch relationship. The aims of 
TSAN have been to unite all Thai students and 
strengthen the relationship, facilitate new Thai 
students, and to create a number of activities 
that contribute not only to the students them-
selves, but also to our mother country; Thailand.

This year, TSAN has organized the TSAC 2012 
with the theme “Contribution to Thailand: A 
challenge to young researchers”. The ultimate 
goals of TSAC are 1) to strengthen academic 
networks among participants and 2) to give all 
participants an opportunity to present and share 
their researches and to learn from other stu-
dents, leading to knowledge integration which 
will result in the better development of Thailand.
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Participants arrive at 
the Van der Valk Hotel Volendam

Registration 

Opening Ceremony 

     Welcome and Introduction 
 Mr. Panya Sae-Lim  
  President of the Thai Students Association in the Netherlands

     Opening Speech
 Mr. Chaturont Chaiyakam
  Counsellor, The Royal Thai Embassy, the Hague 
 Representative, 
  Office of the Civil Service Commission
 Mrs. Edith Punt
  Netherlands-Thai Chamber of Commerce  

Reception Dinner
  

“Lesson Learned from the Netherlands on water management” 
Mr. Maarten Hofstra
Water Governance Centre

 
“Experiencing and Understanding the 2011 Bangkok Flooding” 
Dr. Adri Verwey
Deltares

Discussion panel regarding perspectives of the Dutch Experts on Thailand’s Flood 
management policy 

End of the first day

13.00 -
17.00  

17.00 
 

18.00 
 

18.30 
 
  
20.30 
 

21.00 

21.30 

22.00  

Friday
1 June 2012

Programme
overview
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Registration

Oral presentation 1

“Design and Evaluation for Economic Feasibility of Wind Turbine and Photovoltaic 
Systems in Thailand”
Umarin Sangpanich, University of Strathclyde, the UK

“Constructing Thainess on Screen: Development of Government Policies towards Thai 
Cinema”
Veluree Metaveevinij, SOAS,University of London, the UK

“SMEs and Their Water Environmental Responsibility: Role of SME Owners and Influ-
ences from Stakeholders in Thailand”
Kanokkarn Tevapitak, International Institute of Social Studies of Erasmus University 
Rotterdam, the Netherlands

“Cost-Benefit Analysis of Different Rice Cropping Systems in Thailand”
Supisra Arayaphong, Upsala University, Sweden

“Neural Encoding for Preferences during Decision Making among Multiple Reach 
Goals”
Lalitta Suriya-Arunroj , German Primate Center, Germany

Networking 1: Research Mapping 

Lunch 

Oral presentation 2

“Silapa Khana Ratsadon: the Absence in Thai Art History and Collective Memory”
Thanavi Chotpradit, Birkbeck, University of London, the UK

“World Englishes & Linguistic Landscape: A Case Study of English Used on Signs in 
Tourist Attractions in Thailand”
Wipapan Ngampramuan, University of Nothingham, the UK

“Fat Transfer and Cancer: An Urgent Challenge for Scientists, Oncologists and Sur-
geons” 
Visnu Lohsiriwat, European Institute of Oncology, Italy

“The English Test Impact of Thai University Entrance Examination on English Teachers 
and Grade 12 Students”
Chamnan Para, University of Bristol, the UK 
  

Saturday
2 June 2012

08.30

09.00  

11.00  

12.00  
  

13.00  

(p. 10)

(p. 34)

(p. 12)

(p. 30)

(p. 13)

(p. 16)

(p. 18)

(p. 20)

(p. 24)
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“Profitability and Production Risk of Grid-Connected Photovoltaic Technology in Thai-
land”
Pan Piyasil, Upsala University, Sweden 
 

Coffee Break
 

“Data Visualization - Transforming Complexity into Possibility” 
Nuankhanit Phromchanya, Sandberg Instituut, The Gerrit Rietveld  Academy, Amster-
dam. 

Poster Presentation 

Networking 2: Research Mapping (cross disciplines)

Dinner 

Networking 3: Vision sharing for Academic Cooperation 

Conclusion 

End of the second day and meeting of Thai students associations

Exploring Volendam 

End of the activity

  

Sunday
3 June 2012

15.00

15.30

16.00

17.00

18.00

19.30

21.30

22.00

09.00

12.00

Venue

Van der Valk Hotel Volen-
dam 
Hotel Volendam 
Wagenweg 1 
1145 PW Katwoude 

T. +31 (0)299 36 56 56 
F. +31 (0)299 36 83 19 
volendam@valk.com

(p. 9)
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Abstracts
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Applied sciences

Environmental sciences

Fundamental sciences

Humanity

Medical sciences

Social sciences
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Pan Piyasil
Master of Sustainable Development
Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden

narios and locations in the country, while 5 MW 
PV projects result in otherwise in all scenarios 
and locations. 73 MW PV projects are above par 
with FIT supports, but have negative NPV with-
out the supports. Sensitivity analysis shows that 
for 3 kW projects to yield positive NPV requires 
the costs to reduce at least by 60% or needs 
the FIT supports at the rate of 28 baht/kWh. 
As for conclusions, the future of PV technol-
ogy in Thailand is still bright, but the investors 
have to consider the scales of implementation. 
5 MW installed capacity is highly recommended 
as opposed to 3 kW in all cases. 73 MW PV 
projects are only recommended when there are 
government supports guaranteed. With respect 
to allocation of risk, it is shown that the tech-
nologies located in north of Thailand give higher 
risk, but approximately the same net benefits as 
technologies located in the rest of the country.

Among renewable energies, solar energy has 
the most potential growth in the future. While 
the major investor has gradually shifted from 
governments to private sectors, this paper ex-
amines private investment’s net present values 
(NPV) and production risks of grid-connected 
photovoltaic (PV) projects. The scope of this pa-
per includes PV projects in 3 different scales, 
i.e., 3 kW, 5 MW and 73 MW installed capac-
ity, and in 74 locations across Thailand. The 
study utilizes RETscreen software to estimate 
mean and variability in electricity production in 
Thailand, while using cost-benefit analysis and 
portfolio theory to analyze the data. The analy-
sis also includes 3 feed-in-tariff (FIT or adder) 
scenarios that are likely to happen in the future 
Thai solar energy supporting policy, which are 
8 baht/kWh, 6.5 baht/kWh and the case that 
there is no support at all. The study finds that 
3 kW PV projects yield negative NPV in all sce-

Profitability and production risk of grid-connected photovoltaic technology in 
Thailand

APPLIED SCIENCES

source image:
http://thailand-business-news.com/news/headline/34015-
thailand-plans-to-rev-up-solar-power#.T7Tkcb-_HGN 
(Accessed 17 May 2012)
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lar energy, has been chosen to be a case study.
The Strength Pareto Evolutionary Algorithm 2 
(SPEA2) and the battery management are ap-
plied to optimize sizing for four types of stand-
alone systems, namely, WT-Battery, PV-Battery, 
WT-PV-Battery and WT-PV-DG-Battery sys-
tems. It was found that the systems using bat-
tery management have a lower Levelized Cost 
of Energy (LCOE) and lower wasted electricity 
energy than systems using a diesel generator. 
Owing to high installation costs per watt of cur-
rent small WTs, PV-Battery systems can have 
the cheapest LCOE. The current large WTs may 
be the cheaper LCOE than small WTs, but there 
should be an awareness of the transportation 
and O&M cost, that may be higher in remote ar-
eas. Development in decreasing the rated wind 
speed turbines has been possible, giving ben-
efit, but the rated wind speeds of below 9 m/s 
seem to increase LCOE and to decrease profits. 
To reserve peak demand in a remote area pow-
er system, the SPEA2 and AC optimal power 
flow are utilized. WT-Battery systems, using 
WTs, having rated wind speeds of lower than 
9 m/s, will be the best systems to support the 
peak demand in remote area power systems 
and reduce electricity production cost, thermal 
loading and line losses. PV-Battery systems will 
have the most expensive LCOE and profits for 
PV module prices of below 75 Baht/W, which 
the government subsidises by 6.5 Baht/kWh.

Wind energy can have potential both during 
the day and at night, especially a high poten-
tial in rainy seasons, in contrast with solar en-
ergy. However, the wind energy potential in 
Thailand can be low. Conversely, the annual 
average solar energy in Thailand is quite high, 
at approximately 4.5-4.7 kWh/m2 per day and 
6-8 sunshine-hours per day. Additionally, Wind 
Turbines (WTs) and Photovoltaic (PV) mod-
ules have developed rapidly, leading to a low 
price per watt for both of them, especially large 
WTs. They have been widely used for Rural 
Electrification (RE), because of the dramatic 
increase in oil price and awareness of envi-
ronmental issues. Furthermore, grid extension 
is frequently very expensive and impractica-
ble in isolated rural areas. Most grid systems 
in remote rural areas also become weak, due 
to continued increasing energy demand, espe-
cially at peak load demand. Reliable and stable 
access to electricity, including energy security, 
is significant for sustainable RE development.

Although, many WT and PV systems have been 
installed in Thailand, most of them were broken 
and abandoned after they had been used for a 
few years. Consequently, the design of WT and 
PV systems which are suitable for RE in Thai-
land is being investigated. Two new methods 
have been proposed for designing hybrid stand-
alone systems and reserving peak demand for a 
grid-connected system. Also, Low Wind Speed 
Turbines (LWSTs) focus are under and cost 
models are proposed to evaluate economic fea-
sibility for the systems using LWSTs. Lam Tak-
hong Dam in Nakhon Ratchasima province, that 
seemingly has the potential of both wind and so-

Design and Evaluation for Economic Feasibility of Wind Turbine and Photo-
voltaic Systems in Thailand

Umarin Sangpanich, Professor Kwok L Lo
Department of Electronic and Electrical Engineering 
the University of Strathclyde, United Kingdom

APPLIED SCIENCES

source image:
shutterstock.com
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APPLIED SCIENCES

on voltage variation and harmonics at the point of com-
mon coupling (PCC) of a PV-grid interactive systems”, 
Technical Digest of the 14th International Photovoltaic 
Science and Engineering Conference PVSEC-14, 26-30 
January 2004, Bangkok, Thailand. 

O. Rewthong, B. Haruthaitanason, U. Sangpanich, S. 
Thepa, P. Namprakai and K. Kirtikara, “Photovoltaic and 
solar thermal hybrid system using compound parabolic 
concentrator”, Technical Digest of the 14th International 
Photovoltaic Science and Engineering Conference PVS-
EC-14, 26-30 January 2004, Bangkok, Thailand. (Poster 
Paper Awards) 

J. Thongpron, U. Sangpanich, C. Limsakul, K. Kirtikara 
and C. Jivacate, “ Study of a PV-Grid Connected System 
on its Output Harmonics and Voltage Variation ”, Asian 
Journal of Energy & Environment , Volume 5 Issue 1st 
March 2004, p59-73. 

U. Sangpanich, G. A. Ault, and K. L. Lo, “Economic 
feasibility of wind farm using low wind speed turbine”, 
in Universities Power Engineering Conference (UPEC), 
2009 Proceedings of the 44th International, 2009, pp. 1-5.

Publications:
U. Sangpanich, J. Thongpron, K. Kirtikara and C. Jiva-
cate, “Study of moving cloud effects on the power quality 
of grid-connected photovoltaic system compared with 
simulation of PV power using a DC generator”, Technical 
Digest of the 14th  International Photovoltaic Science and 
Engineering Conference PVSEC-14, 26-30 January 2004, 
Bangkok, Thailand. (Poster Paper Awards) 

D. Chenvidya, J. Thongpron, U. Sangpanich, N. Wong-
yao, K. Kirtikara and C. Jivacate, “A Thai national dem-
onstration project on PV grid-interactive systems: power 
quality observation”, 3rd World Conference on Photo-
voltaic Energy Conversion WCPEC3, 12-16 May 2003, 
Osaka, Japan. 

U. Sangpanich, J. Thongpron, K. Kirtikara and C. Jiva-
cate, “Power quality of four rooftop grid-connected pho-
tovoltaic systems”, Technical Digest of the 14th Interna-
tional Photovoltaic Science and Engineering Conference 
PVSEC-14, 26-30 January 2004, Bangkok, Thailand. 

J. Thongpron, U. Sangpanich, C. Limsakul, K. Kirtikara 
and C. Jivacate, “Effects of radiation level and fluctuations 

Solar and Wind Energy are the keys to producing clean energy futures and being sustainable alternative energy solutions.
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The findings show that law enforcement and 
SME’s concern about stakeholders are the main 
motivations for triggering a polluting SME’s en-
vironmental behaviour. In addition, there are 
other factors, separate from those described in 
the conceptual framework, which play a role in 
influencing stakeholders’ environmental deci-
sions and which result in a level of inconsist-
ency with the conceptual theories. For example, 
local politics and local government’s political 
concerns in peri-urban and rural areas have an 
impact on local governments’ willingness to en-
force the law with respect to a polluting firm/en-
trepreneur, quite apart from their limited finan-
cial and environmental resources. Moreover, 
the power-relationship between polluting firms 
and local people distorts the local community’s 
collective power despite the latter’s  high level of 
social capital. A ‘buy off’ by a polluting company 
such as hiring local people to work with them 
or funding local activities weakens a commu-
nity’s collective action to react against a pollut-
ing company. In other locations such as Bang-
kok, however, community behaviour is different. 

 This research contributes to the aca-
demic literature on polluting firms’ environmen-
tal behaviour and existing stakeholders’ envi-
ronmental influences in developing countries, 
especially Thailand where no research on this 
topic has been done before. To reduce water 
pollution from Thai SMEs, stakeholders, their 
underlying factors and local political and soci-
oeconomic factors should be carefully consid-
ered for better environmental plan in the future.

SMEs and their water environmental responsibility: 
Role of SME owners and influences from stakeholders in Thailand

Kanokkarn Tevapitak
Development Studies, PhD Candidate
International Institute of Social Studies
Erasmus University Rotterdam, The Netherlands

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

The idea of the responsible entrepreneur was 
developed to cover the business operation of 
Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) as a 
response to the view that Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR) is not compatible with the 
nature of SMEs. The concern was particularly 
an environmental one as many SMEs are ac-
tive in the productive sector: use of low level 
technology, and a lack of resources such as 
knowledge and cash flow, make SMEs particu-
larly susceptible to causing environmental pollu-
tion.  This is exacerbated by a lack of motivation 
by SME owners to improve their environmental 
behaviour. All of these factors lead to this re-
search hypothesis that external pressure from 
other stakeholders is essential to ensure that 
SMEs improve their environmental behaviour. 

This research focuses on where, when and 
how stakeholders - local government, lo-
cal community, the business sector and ad-
vocacy NGOs - influence SMEs to improve 
their water environmental behaviour.  The re-
search also considers internal SME factors 
such as economic incentives and personal 
ethics and values since these directly im-
pinge on their environmental decision-making.
To conduct the research, different question-
naires were used with the various stakeholders 
and SME owners, asking them about what influ-
enced their environmental behaviour and other 
relevant factors affecting their various roles. 
Further, semi-structured interviews were used 
to ask for more detail, focussing on understand-
ing why they answered the questions in the 
questionnaires as they did. Some secondary 
data, such as government budgets and plans 
and the numbers of government employees was 
researched to support my research arguments.
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Materials and Methods
The task is programmed using LabView to 
control the stimuli on the screen, receive the 
touched location from the touch screen and re-
port the feedback as auditory signal (human and 
monkey) as well as juice delivery (only monkey).
The data are recorded using Plexon systems. 
The behavioral data and the neural data are 
analyzed using Matlab in order to study choice 
behaviors, reaction times and neural activities in 
different conditions.

Results
From human experiment, a set of preliminary 
data suggests that the probabilities of choosing 
the targets increase along with the bias condi-
tions we induce. And the subjects are faster and 
make less errors in the extreme bias conditions. 
As for the monkey physiology, the monkey is now 
on progress of learning the task. Therefore, we 
are still lacking the neural data for the moment.

Conclusion
The project has not yet yielded the final result. 
However, the reason I write this abstract is due to 
the severe lack of the neuroscientists and neuro-
scientific research in Thailand. I would love to use 
this occasion at the ‘TSAC’ 2012 to share some 
excitements from the field and hope that I could 
provide more progress in the next occasions.

FUNDAMENTAL SCIENCES

Neural encoding for preferences during decision making among multiple 
reach goals

Lalitta Suriya-Arunroj
Sensorimotor Neuroscience
German Primate Center, Germany

Introduction
In everyday life, everyone of us is always fac-
ing a situation in which we need to decide. Even 
in the same situation, depending on different 
contexts, we might end up with different deci-
sions, thus different behaviors. Additionally, with 
the same context, our behavioral output can 
also be different depending on our prior knowl-
edge. For example, seeing same menu, you 
might prefer fish to meat because you are not 
so hungry (context) or you knew that the res-
taurant is so keen on fish (prior knowledge).

The brain requires several processes from per-
ception, multisensory integration, decision mak-
ing, motor planning until movement. The three 
central steps have been suggested to occur 
in parallel in the fronto-parietal circuit. As we 
are interested in reach movements, the areas 
of interest for arm movement planning are the 
PMd (dorsal premotor cortex) and PRR (pa-
rietal reach region). PRR, receiving informa-
tion from the visual cortex, and PMd, receiving 
context information from the prefrontal cortex, 
act together via their tight connections, send 
the output as a motor plan to the motor cor-
tex that will at the end control the movement.

Objectives
The project aims to observe human and monkey 
behaviors as well as investigate neural encod-
ing during above-mentioned scenarios using 
compatible experimental task. The task is de-
signed in such a way that we are able to manip-
ulate bias in human or monkey subjects’ choice 
behaviors and then to investigate whether the 
neural activities behave accordingly. The knowl-
edge from this study could lead to better under-
standing of the sensorimotor transformation in 
the brain and could be useful for developing neu-
roprosthetic devices (devices that can substitute 
damaged organs due to an injury or a disease).

source image:
from the author

fronto-parietal circuit
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Result(s)
TA dynamics in APFO3/PCBM blend material 
show three main processes: (i) ultrafast charge 
transfer from exciton in polymer to PCBM (~200 
fs) followed by (ii) electron-hole pair separate to 
form free charge carrier (~30 ps), and finally (ii) 
geminate recombination of bound charges (~30 
ns). By changing the external bias, we have 
studied influence of electric field on charge dy-
namics in cells and varied concentration of 
charges in the active material by electrical ex-
traction and injection. In DSC, electron injection 
from porphyrin core to TiO2 electrode is com-
plete in ~ 5 ns then followed by charge recom-
bination on ns time scale depending on dye, 
binding geometry, sensitizing solvent and time. 
Using a different length of connecting spacer be-
tween Porphyrin dye core and anchoring group, 
the molecular dye are attached to the semicon-
ductor surface with the distribution of tilt angles. 
This tilt angles determine the electron transfer 
distance and electron injection occurs through 
this space rather than the bridge connecting the 
Porphyrin core and anchoring COOH group.

Conclusion(s)
We use time resolve spectroscopy to study 
light-induced processes in polymer-fullerene 
and dye-sensitized nanostructured semicon-
ductor solar cell. The fundamental processes 
and their influenced factors is primary indispen-
sable for the solar cell material development 
guidance. In Thailand, the organic photovol-
taic has been mostly focused on solar cell ef-
ficiency improvement. However the fundamen-
tal processes have been less attended due to 
absence of instrumental and human resource.

Photo-induced Processes in Organic Photovoltaic

Yingyot  Infahsaeng, Arkady Yartsev, Villy Sundstrom
Department of Chemical Physics
Lund University, Sweden

Introduction
The conjugated polymer-fullerene blends and 
dye-sensitized nanostructured semiconductors 
(DSC) solar cell have shown a promise of high 
performance and reliability for renewable energy 
sources [1]. Charge photogeneration and recom-
bination processes have been recently exten-
sively studied and considered as the key pro-
cesses of organic photovoltaic which may limit 
the power conversion efficiency. To understand 
charge photogeneration processes and corre-
late with solar cell efficiency, ultrafast transient 
absorption (TA) spectroscopy has been used. 

Methodology
TA studies were performed using an experimen-
tal setup based on a commercial 1 kHz Clark 
MXR CPA 2001 femtosecond laser, pumping a 
noncollinear optical parametric amplifier (TOPAS 
White, Light Conversion) for generation of 
pump pulses. Another amplifier (Clark MXR Inc. 
NOPA) was used to generate the probe pulses, 
either single wavelength for kinetic measure-
ments or in the broad spectral region for differ-
ential spectra. Polymer-fullerene blend device 
was fabricated base on alter-polyfluorene poly-
mer (APFO3) and [60]PCBM that were shown 
to be fairly efficient for plastic solar cells as 
described previously [2]. To reveal differences 
in light-induced dynamics in polymer-fullerene 
materials when converted from films into func-
tioning solar cells, we applied TA differential ab-
sorption and electrical measurements, simulta-
neously. Zn-porphyrin derivatives were used as 
dyes to sensitize on nanostructured TiO2 elec-
trode and cover with acetonitrile as described 
previously [3]. To reveal binding geometry which 
correlates to tilt angle of dye on TiO2 surface, 
the correlation between the solar cell efficiency 
corrected for surface coverage and the ampli-
tude of long-lived charges were investigated.

FUNDAMENTAL SCIENCES
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Introduction 
Silapa Khana Ratsadon, or the Art of the 1932 
Revolution, is an art and architecture movement 
that was initiated and patronised by the revolu-
tionary government during Khana Ratsadon re-
gime (1932 – 1947). Attempting to address the 
new political ideology of constitutionalism and 
the new concept of citizen to the Siamese, the 
revolutionary government encouraged artists 
to create artworks that served the new regime 
mostly by adopting fascist and Nazi artistic styles. 
However, after the 1947 coup d’état which led to 
the fall of the regime, Khana Ratsadon has been 
recast and memorized as the villains in Thai his-
tory as well as in public memory. The style of 
Silapa Khana Ratsadon was not only discontin-
ued, but also discredited and devalued as “bad 
art”, “bad taste”, and “non-Thai”: the ugly alien 
of Thai society. Furthermore, it is excluded from 
both Thai art history and Thai collective memory.
 
Objective(s) 
This research aims to scrutinize the status 
of Silapa Khana Ratsadon in Thai art his-
tory. I study the absence of Silapa Khana 
Ratsadon to explore of tensions on the wars 
to define, justify and possess the desired po-
litical ideology, national identity and collective 
memory among the conflicting groups in Thai-
land through art and art historical narrative. 

Methodology 
To fully understand the status of Silapa Khana 
Ratsadon, it is necessary to apply perspec-
tives from disciplines other than that of art 
history such as visual studies, nationalism 
studies, memory studies and postcolonial stud-
ies. Meanwhile, it is important to thoroughly 
study the history of Thai politics as the art it-
self functioned as state-political propaganda 
and its devaluation is due to political reason. 

Silapa Khana Ratsadon:  
the Absence in Thai Art History and Collective Memory

Thanavi Chotpradit
Department of History of Art and Screen Media
University of London, United Kingdom

HUMANITY
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The Constitution Defense Monument surrounded by the 
construction of an overpass
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Result(s) 
This research is a revelation of the obscurity 
in the craft of historiography of Thai art histo-
ry which is responsible for the absence of Si-
lapa Khana Ratsadon from both the academic 
sphere and the collective memory as well as a 
revisionist art history of that period. It also push-
es the boundary of art history as the academ-
ic discipline to the multidisciplinary direction.  

Conclusion(s) 
The absence of Silapa Khana Ratsadon does 
not indicate insignificance, meaninglessness 
or emptiness; its significance is grounded on 
its status of being an absence itself. As the ab-
sence of Silapa Khana Ratsadon derives from 
the three charges, namely its being “ugly”, 
“non-Thai” and “anti-royalist”, the movement, 
thus, marks two major issues in the aesthetics 
and the historiography of Thai art history: na-
tionalism and political ideology as the motiva-
tion of writing. Silapa Khana Ratsadon as the 
“absence” or the “void” in the narrative of art 
history suggests that it is paradoxically a “part” 
of Thai art history: a mottled part that is forced 
into exile by the combined act of concealing, 
distorting and erasing. The absence of memory 
of Silapa Khana Ratsadon in the Thai collec-
tive consciousness demonstrates the victory of 
the royalist ideology over the 1932 Revolution. 
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World Englishes & Linguistic Landscape: A Case Study of English Used on 
Signs in Tourist Attractions in Thailand

Wipapan Ngampramuan
School of English
The University of Nottingham, United Kingdom 
Department of English, Faculty of Liberal Arts
Mahidol University , Thailand

HUMANITY

Introduction
Owing to the importance of the tourist indus-
try, in the last few decades, the use of English 
as a medium of communication between Thai 
people and international visitors has continued 
to increase.  English can be argued to have in-
filtrated Thailand which is reflected in the large 
number of prints, including, road signs, and 
shop signs– written either in English or a combi-
nation of Thai and English.  Thai-English could 
be regarded as another variety of English, but 
it could also cause misunderstandings between 
Thai people and non-Thai speaking visitors.

Signs in tourist attractions are chosen because 
they could reflect the way English is used for 
communication in Thailand. Theoretical insights 
used in this research derive from Linguistic 
Landscape (LL), the study of signs in public 
space, and World Englishes or the study of the 
global use of English across cultures.  LL is a 
new and rapidly growing linguistic field requiring 
attention for scholarly investigation.  This work 
could be one of the pioneering research reveal-
ing cultural identities of Thai people and Thai 
society through the study of signs along with 
the exploration of English texts they display.

Objectives
1) To discover the patterns of Thai-English 
and the cultural identities attached to the lan-
guage
2) To raise Thai people’s awareness of us-
ing English in Thai contexts 
3) To acknowledge the importance of social 
and cultural contexts surrounding the language 

Methodology
Methods used are ethnographically informed. 
Photos of signs are taken from tourist attrac-
tions.  The English messages are documented 
to build a corpus, or a large collection of written 
texts for linguistic research, to discover patterns 
of Thai-English usage.  The analyses are based 
on the results from the corpus, interviews, and 
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observations in combination with the theoretical 
frameworks of World Englishes, Sociolinguistics, 
and Multimodality, which takes the surrounding 
contexts (e.g., the location of signs, the rea-
sons why the English texts exist) into account. 

Result(s)
Based on 1,227 signs, Thai-English can be 
broadly divided into categories based on:
1) Grammatical features – referring to English 
with misspelling, wrong forms, direct trans-
lations and other grammar related issues
2) Semantic features – referring to English with 
correct grammar but maybe difficult to understand 
by people from different socio-cultural contexts

Preliminary research findings indicate that 
Thai-English has strong relations with the first 
language interference and Thai people’s socio-
cultural backgrounds.

Conclusion(s)
Thai-English appears to have unique character-
istics, which have close relations with Thailand’s 
cultures, society and language.  Therefore, it 
could be another variety of English, which Thai 
people should be proud of.  However, some cer-
tain patterns may need to be avoided, as Thai-
English could confuse non-Thai speaking visitors.

This research would contribute to Thailand 
by raising Thai people’s awareness when us-
ing English in certain contexts.  It could be 
used as a resource for developing education-
al strategies and teaching materials to help 
Thai learners recognize their weaknesses for 
learning English and successfully overcome 
them.  Moreover, it could also act as guidance 
for international visitors to understand more 
about Thai cultures and Thai society through 
the English language used by Thai people.
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The outcomes of this study can contrib
ute the following benefits to Thailand.

1) For Thai obese population – we can pre-
vent cancer and also other comorbid diseases 
(eg. diabetes mellitus, heart disease, stroke and 
hypertension). The knowledge in this filed can 
be also apply for development of anti-obese 
treatment. We may find the drug which can re-
duce the volume of the fat cell and help patient 
lose their weight. 

2) For cancer patient – we can improve 
cancer treatment outcome, raise quality of life 
and increase patient survival. The knowledge 
can be integrated for development of new anti-
cancer drug which will be a very important step 
in medical/pharmaceutical company to invest 
and produce in Thailand.

3) For stem cell research – The better un-
derstanding of stem cell its molecular function 
will be an important step for new frontier in tis-
sue engineering. In the future, the concept of tis-
sue engineering and stem cell will be a gigantic 
market for scientist, medical personal, biologist 
and engineer to work together. The result of this 
collaboration will make an enormous impact for 
Thai health system and medical industry.

4) For surgeons/patients who are inter-
ested Liposuction/lipofilling procedure – The 
knowledge of this study will allow surgeons to 
perform Liposuction/Lipofilling with an advance 
technique. The innovation and advance in sur-
gery technique will decrease surgical complica-
tions and augment result of the treatment. Fur-
thermore, Thailand can promote hospital and 
medical tourism to be the medical hub in Euro-
Asian countries.

Obesity, Fat transfer and Cancer: An urgent challenge for scientists, oncolo-
gists and surgeons

Visnu Lohsiriwat2, 3, Francesco Bertolini1, Jean-Yves Petit2 and Mikhail G. Kolonin4 

1 Laboratory of Hematology-Oncology and 2Division of Plastic Surgery, European Institute 
of Oncology, Milan, Italy
3Department of Surgery, Faculty of Medicine, Mahidol University, Siriraj Hospital, Bangkok, 
Thailand 
4Center for Stem Cell and Regenerative Medicine, The Brown Foundation Institute of 
Molecular Medicine for the Prevention of Human Diseases, The University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Houston, Texas, USA.

Obesity is not only the problem in western coun-
try but its incidence is also increasing in Asian 
country including Thailand. Vast majority of the 
scientific evidences prove the dependent corre-
lation between obesity and cancer risk. In Thai-
land, the incidence of cancer disease is rapidly 
increasing; especially breast cancer which is 
the most cancer site in Thai women. Worldwide, 
breast cancer is also the most frequently diag-
nosed cancer and the leading cause of cancer 
death in females, about 60% of the deaths are 
estimated to occur in economically developing 
countries.

Currently “stem cell” and “tissue engineering” are 
the hot topics among medical researchers. The 
utilization of specific cells should improve can-
cer treatment and patient quality of life. Recent 
studies surprisingly discover that “Fat tissue” is 
a rich source of stem cell. Fat tissue contains 
more stem cells than bone marrow or newborn 
cord blood. Thanks to “Liposuction technique”, 
Fat tissue is easily taken from patient donor site 
(eg. abdomen, thigh or buttock). Taking fat from 
the abdomen (Liposuction) and transfer to the 
breast (Fat transfer) is an excellent technique 
for breast reconstruction after breast cancer 
surgery. It can improve the shape of the breast 
and patient quality of life.

Our objective is to study the “Correlation be-
tween Obesity, Fat transfer and Cancer”, base 
on experimental and clinical studies. The con-
tent of this study focused on four following is-
sues, 1) Obesity 2) Cancer 3) Stem cell 4) Li-
posuction/Lipofilling. Obesity and cancer are the 
emerging problems in Thai population, whilst 
Stem cell and Liposuction/Lipofilling are the ris-
ing medical research field worldwide.

MEDICAL SCIENCES

20



Contribution to Thailand

J.Y. Petit, V. Lohsiriwat, K.B. Clough, I. Sarfati, T. Ihrai, M. 
Rietjens, P. Veronesi, F. Rossetto, A. Scevola, E. Delay, 
The oncologic outcome and immediate surgical complica-
tions of lipofilling in breast cancer patients: a multicenter 
study--Milan-Paris-Lyon experience of 646 lipofilling pro-
cedures, Plast Reconstr Surg 128(2011) 341-346.

J.Y. Petit, M. Rietjens, V. Lohsiriwat, P. Rey, C. Garusi, 
F. De Lorenzi, S. Martella, A. Manconi, B. Barbieri, K.B. 
Clough, Update on Breast Reconstruction Techniques and 
Indications, World J Surg(2012).

M. Rietjens, F. De Lorenzi, F. Rossetto, F. Brenelli, A. 
Manconi, S. Martella, M. Intra, M. Venturino, V. Lohsiriwat, 
Y. Ahmed, J.Y. Petit, Safety of fat grafting in secondary 
breast reconstruction after cancer, J Plast Reconstr Aes-
thet Surg 64(2011) 477-483.

source image:
from the author

Publications
V. Lohsiriwat, G. Curigliano, M. Rietjens, A. Goldhirsch, 
J.Y. Petit, Autologous fat transplantation in patients with 
breast cancer: “silencing” or “fueling” cancer recurrence?, 
Breast 20(2011) 351-357.

I.Martin-Padura, G. Gregato, P. Marighetti, P. Mancuso, A. 
Calleri, C. Corsini, G. Pruneri, M. Manzotti, V. Lohsiriwat, 
M. Rietjens, J.Y. Petit, F. Bertolini, The white adipose tis-
sue used in lipotransfer procedures is a rich reservoir of 
CD34+ progenitors able to promote cancer progression, 
Cancer Res 72(2012) 325-334.

J.Y. Petit, E. Botteri, V. Lohsiriwat, M. Rietjens, F. De 
Lorenzi, C. Garusi, F. Rossetto, S. Martella, A. Manconi, 
F. Bertolini, G. Curigliano, P. Veronesi, B. Santillo, N. 
Rotmensz, Locoregional recurrence risk after lipofilling in 
breast cancer patients, Ann Oncol 23(2012) 582-588.

J.Y. Petit, K. Clough, I. Sarfati, V. Lohsiriwat, F. de Lor-
enzi, M. Rietjens, Lipofilling in breast cancer patients: 
from surgical technique to oncologic point of view, Plast 
Reconstr Surg 126(2010) 262e-263e.

MEDICAL SCIENCES

21



Thai Students Acedamic Conference 2012

The goal of successful radiotherapy is to in-
crease the tumor control probability with a mini-
mal increase in the normal tissue complication 
probability. Dose delivery errors larger than 5% 
are generally considered unacceptable, and ra-
diotherapy is therefore subject to comprehen-
sive quality control programmes. As advanced 
treatment technology improves and becomes 
available world-wide, there is also a need for 
new, reliable dosimetry. To this end, an optical-
fiber based dosimetry system is under develop-
ment at the Technical University of Denmark. 

The system can be used for a wide range of 
clinical measurements, including in vivo do-
simetry during brachytherapy (i.e. treatment 
with radioactive sources such as Ir-192) and 
linear accelerator quality assurance measure-
ments. The work presented, reports measure-
ment uncertainties obtained in the laboratory re-
quired for successful dosimeter implementation. 
Even though, radiotherapy has been used for 
cancer treatment in Thailand for a long time, it is 
not common to determine the dose to the patient 
in real time during the treatment. We expect that 
this research will be highly useful for medical do-
simetry and patient safety in Thailand. Not only 
the powerful detector is developed, but also the 
accuracy of measurement system is improved.

The purpose of this project is to understand 
how time delays in our measurement protocol 
influences the uncertainty budget. The meas-
urement system is based on fiber-guided radio-
luminescence (RL) signals from small crystals 
of carbon-doped aluminum oxide (Al2O3:C). 
Before measurements, the crystals need to 
be pre-irradiated in accordance with the satu-
rated RL protocol.  The system was tested in 
the 0 - 2 Gy dose range using a 90Sr/90Y beta 
source (1.5 GBq), and the delay between con-
secutive measurements was automatically 
changed from 90 s to 12 h, using different pre-
defined experimental protocols. No significant 
influence of delay time could established, but it 
was found that the system calibration was very 
sensitive to how the crystal was pre-irradiated. 

MEDICAL SCIENCES

The influence of readout delay on
fiber-coupled radioluminescence dosimetry with Al2O3:C crystals

Siritorn Buranurak, Claus E. Andersen
Center for Nuclear Technologies
Technical University of Denmark, Denmark

An example of a fiber-coupled luminescence detector

In vivo fiber-coupled luminescence dosimetry for a cervi-
cal cancer patient undergoing PDR remotely afterloaded 
Ir-192 brachytherapy involving 15 applicators, The two 
Al2O3:C probes are labelled A and B 
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Result 
Tourism destination development is an on-going 
process of material and conceptual ordering of 
people, organizations and materials. There are 
multiple realities or notions of a tourism destina-
tion because they are continuously negotiated 
and re-produced. These realities can be en-
acted and ordered in multiple ways by hetero-
geneous networks leading to different versions 
of the tourism destination. Pai had been con-
structed in at least four different, including trek-
king tour destination (began in 1970s), hub for 
backpackers (began in 1990s), romantic desti-
nation (began around 2004) and famous desti-
nation for mass tourists (began around 2008). 

The material and conceptual ordering was con-
sidered as the mechanism underlying tourism 
destination development because it engages 
in enacting and creating order in destinations 
through their actions and relations. The tour-
ism destination, human actors and non human 
actors performed and were transformed differ-
ently in each versions of tourism destination, 
for instance the various types of accommoda-
tions or the different ways of the application of 
attractions. There were conflict among these 
versions, for example how the walking should 
operate. The multiplicity of tourism destination 
and modes of ordering therefore should be tak-
en into account of designing the appropriate and 
practical development policies not only for Pai 
but also other tourism destinations in Thailand.

SOCIAL SCIENCES

Introduction
Concept of tourism destination has been gener-
ally studied in the conventional business oriented 
approach where a tourism destination is viewed 
as a system consisting of attractions, accom-
modation, services and infrastructure. It mainly 
considers tourism destination development in 
terms of the geographic and physical expan-
sion of the destination. However, the nature of 
tourism destination from ontological perspective 
has not been fully examined and understood.

Objectives
Informed by actor-network theory (ANT), 
this research aims at improving the under-
standing of tourism destinations and their 
development by investigating the process 
of material and conceptual ordering in tour-
ism destinations in Thailand from ANT per-
spective, where humans and non-humans 
are both equally treated as potential actors.

Methodology
This research attempts to provide an analytical 
description of the enactment of destinations by 
following the networks, study the materials that 
they are made of and the relations established 
between these materials. It examines the emer-
gence and the consequences of the multi-layere-
dness of tourism destinations in Thailand, Pai.

The Actor-Network Theory provides tools and 
sensibilities to gather data and a way of mak-
ing sense of that data. Actors not only are ob-
served for how they are being connected, or be-
ing heterogeneous, but also for how they make 
the network work by negotiating and trans-
forming other actors in order to enrol them as 
part of their networks. This requires a flexible 
methodology for providing an explanation of a 
messy empirical site . The research takes an 
ethnographic approach which allows using vari-
ous methods for study including literature study, 
interviews, participant observations and discur-
sive case studies. The snow ball sampling was 
used in data collecting process of this research. 

Multiplicity of Tourism Destination: Material Semiotic Analysis
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The English test impact of Thai university entrance examination on English 
teachers and Grade 12 students

Introduction
In Thailand, O-NET (the Ordinary National Edu-
cational Test) was launched nationwide to replace 
the former university entrance examination. O-
NET scores are one of the required scores for stu-
dents to apply for universities, in addition to oth-
er standardized tests and school grades.       

Objective
The English test in O-NET has long been widely 
criticized for its impact. Stakeholders, such as 
test takers and teachers, voice their concerns 
and worries toward this national high-stakes 
test. Thus, this study aims to investigate the im-
pact of the English test in O-NET to better under-
stand its nature in a practice level. The findings 
will be the indicator to inform the educational 
policy makers whether or not this test generates 
positive consequences as expected.                   

Methodology 
The data collection was conducted in October 
2011 to February 2012. This mixed-methods 
study, employing qualitative and quantitative 
methods, was to collect the empirical data from 
‘classroom observations’, ‘semi-structure in-
terviews’, ‘focus groups’, and ‘questionnaires’. 
There were two major groups of participants: 
four English teachers and 38 grade 12 stu-
dents in two Thai high schools, School A and 
B, in a province of Thailand. The central ques-
tion points in all research tools were to inves-
tigate how English teachers and students 
thought toward the English test of O-NET and 
how they were influenced and affected. 
                                                       
Results                    
The preliminary results of this study indicated 
that the majority of participants were negatively 
affected. For two English teachers in School A, 
their teaching became more test-oriented. Their 
English materials and lessons were designed 
to gear toward the test items in the English test 
of the O-NET. Teachers provided students with 
possible test-relating contents and test-taking 

Chamnan  Para
Graduate School of Education 
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My face is up to you

24



Contribution to Thailand

tests. Moreover, they dropped some speaking 
and writing skills because they were not tested.  
                             
Conclusion
It can be seen that the English test exerts more 
negative impacts than the positive ones. The 
policy makers should be informed of the fact that 
the English curriculum introduced to the high 
school level is doubtful and lacking for concrete 
explanations for the classroom implementation. 
Moreover, the striking differences between this 
compulsory English curriculum and those Eng-
lish test items in the O-NET cause considerable 
reluctances to English teachers and students.

strategies to boost the scores. Teachers per-
sonally distrusted the curriculum alignment in 
contributing to students’ success in the test. 
     
For teachers in School B, they clearly ex-
pressed no familiarity with the English test in 
O-NET. They still strictly taught English in line 
with the assigned curriculum. In their English 
classrooms, all four English skills were propor-
tionately provided and balanced. They had a 
firm belief in their English teaching quality that it 
was sufficient for students to use for all purpos-
es, including taking the English test in O-NET.  
    
Regarding the impacts to students, students 
in School A and B shared the great similarity. 
They tended to be more selective in the Eng-
lish content they studied. Students intentionally 
drilled the content that was likely to appear in 
the test and disregarded the unlikely. For exam-
ple, they recited specific grammar points and 
vocabulary appeared in the previous English 

SOCIAL SCIENCES
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in Europe is not always easy for Thai kathoeys, 
they are satisfied with their current situation and 
the life changes due to migration.  Europeans 
societies recognize their identity, their roles, 
and their rights as women. Some of them were 
lucky enough to meet their “Prince Charming”. 
They get married and live their lives as an ordi-
nary husband-and-wife couple. Others choose 
to invest their earnings in businesses such as 
restaurants, bars, or import-export businesses, 
and are able to send remittances back home. 
These examples show us not only the capacity of 
Thai kathoeys to adapt and negotiate their own 
survival outside their homeland, but also they 
demonstrate that in many countries transgender 
(and homosexual) persons are recognized and 
their rights are granted by the constitution and 
laws. They can get married, adopt a child, change 
their sex and official status…etc. Paradoxically, 
none of these measures exist in Thailand, the 
land of freedom, which is also known as “Gays 
Paradise”. Thai government and public opinion 
should consider seriously the issue of equal-
ity for kathoeys and other (sexual) minorities. 

SOCIAL SCIENCES

When kathoeys go West!” , Adaptations, settlements, and Life changing con-
sequences of Thai Male-to-female transgender migrants in Europe

Cheera Thongkrajai
IDEMEC, Département de l’Anthropologie,  la Maison Méditerranée  des Sciences de 
l’Homme, 
l’Université de Provence, France

In Thailand, Western Countries evoke visions of 
wealth, development, and modernity.  Like other 
Thai men and women, kathoeys or transgen-
der MTF persons also dream of going abroad. 
They strive, at any cost, to attain the life they 
dream in the West. For those who succeed in 
coming to Europe, a new life has started. This 
anthropological research, based on three-years 
of fieldwork in four European countries; France, 
Germany, The Netherlands, and Switzer-
land, will attempt to give a full account of Thai 
kathoeys’ settlement conditions and show how 
they struggle for their lives and their gender. 
As Thai “Kathoeys” they live under the double 
stigma of belonging to both an ethnic, and a 
gender minority group. This stigmatized identity 
can force transgender people into fragile and 
disadvantaged positions within their societies 
of settlement. Kathoeys often have difficulties 
getting jobs due to the fact that they are iden-
tified as “men” in the official records and on 
their identity cards. Because their physical ap-
pearance does not match their official identity, 
they face discrimination and awkward, embar-
rassing situations on a daily basis, particularly 
when forced into contact with the police and 
governmental agencies.  These situations lead 
some of them to choose work in sex industry, 
due to lack of other options or alternatives. 
This study, drawn from interviews, discussions, 
and observations, explores different strategies 
that kathoey migrants adopt to be able to live 
normally as women in their new social environ-
ment. Sex work, contrary to political and public 
opinion is often considered one of the best ways 
to get out of precarious situations rapidly. The 
different forms of economical-sexual relation-
ships between kathoey migrants and European 
men also need to be understood as a part of their 
migration strategies that gives them a chance to 
improve their economic and social status, pro-
viding the possibility of regularizing their situa-
tion through same-sex partnership contracts, 
and perhaps even to change their official iden-
tity from “Mr” to “Ms”. Although life as a migrant 
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3. How does the internet affect or change 
the legal activity of both rights?

4. How do the international and national 
copyright and internet regulations deal with the 
fundamental of “equal protection” and “public 
interest” under the copyright and freedom of 
expression regime?

5. What the future copyright and internet 
regulations should be for the purpose of bal-
ancing copyright, freedom of expression and 
public interest?

Methodology
This socio-legal research will be conduct-
ed based on doctrinal and comparative ap-
proaches. The qualitative methods such as 
in-depth interview and focus group will also 
be applied for purpose of data collection.

Result(s)
Some possible legal mechanisms will be pro-
posed in order to provide appropriate balanc-
ing for public interest. Alternatively, some legal 
amendments may be required under the scope 
of either international or national regulations. 
Conclusion(s)
Since the problem of balancing copyright and 
freedom of expression lies beneath both uni-
versal and cultural characteristic of the inter-
net, therefore, the scope of future copyright 
and internet laws should essentially accom-
modate both the fundamental characteristics of 
the medium thereof. In addition, each country 
may need different standard of copyright and 
internet regulations in order to better serve 
the country’s public interest. Most importantly, 
the idea is significant for Thailand, particularly 
in the new technological age, even though the 
country has not yet ratified the international 
copyright regulations such as WCT and WPPT.

On the Route to Public Interest? :  A Comparative Study on Copyright Protec-
tion, Freedom of Expression and Internet Regulation in US, EU and Thailand

Chongnang Wiputhanupong
PhD in Intellectual Property Law
University of Nottingham, United Kingdom

Introduction 
This thesis focuses on the conflict and balanc-
ing between copyright and freedom of expres-
sion in the internet era. By way of its access, 
contents and dissemination, the internet is now 
sharing both universal and cultural values which 
are ultimately different from other media. On the 
other hand, there are numerous arguments that 
the present international and domestic copyright 
and internet regulations do not support, rather, 
hinder balancing of both significant rights and 
prevent the reinforcement of public interest.

In Thailand, the implication of freedom of ex-
pression, copyright and internet divulged in 
three main regulations: the Constitutions, Copy-
right Act B.E 2537 (1994) and Computer Crime 
Act B.E 2550 (2007). Even though the internet 
possesses some universal qualifications that 
may affect both rights, it was still unclear how 
Thailand’s laws reacted to the issues of free-
dom of expression and copyright balancing 
on the internet for purpose of public interest.
 
From UDHR to international, regional and na-
tional copyright and internet laws, the thesis 
will examine the position of copyright, freedom 
of expression and the balancing of both rights 
as appear under three jurisdictions; United 
States, EU and Thailand. Particularly the re-
search will discuss the universal and cultural 
characteristics of copyright, freedom of expres-
sion and the internet and the balancing mech-
anisms in order to discover how the rights are 
equally or unequally evaluated in each system.
      
Objective(s) 
The thesis determines to answer these follow-
ing issues;
1. What is the foundation concept of the 
protection of copyright and freedom of expres-
sion?

2. Is the balancing of the two rights and 
public interest compulsory in the legal scheme?
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 Political Marketing in Thailand 

Juthamas Kasemsap
Master of philosophy
Bournemouth University, United Kingdom

This study took a voter-centric view to under-
standing the influence of political communica-
tions on young voters in Thailand. It examined 
the significance of political traditions in Thailand 
in voter choices through the lens of the Elabora-
tion Likelihood Model, and basis its findings on 
the outcomes on interviews with a representative 
sample of young voters from the Northeast prov-
ince. The study found that the value of voting was 
a major factor in voter motivation, although its sa-
lience was based on ‘how’ choices were made. 

Voters who perceived benefits in voting were 
likely to seek, gather and analyze more informa-
tion on which to base their choice; these were 
the information-seeking voters. In contrast, vot-
ers who did not perceive much value in voting 
relied on emotional attachments or followed ref-
erence groups; these were the information-re-
ceiving voters. According to the ELM, both types 
of voter are likely to be persuaded at any of vari-
ous communication stages to switch between 
the voter types. For example, negative cam-
paigns may make voters feel insecure or anxious 
which was likely to encourage them to engage 
in revaluating established voting values. Again, 
negative campaigning can also generate per-
ceptual conflict and cause cognitive dissonance 
leading to reference group decision-making. 

The finding of the study contributes to Thai vot-
ing studies by proposing a new means of classi-
fying Thai voters differently from the distinctions 
between rural and urban voters as set out by 
Laothamatas (1996) and expects to draw aca-
demia and practitioners’ attentions to develop-
ing trends in Thai political party communica-
tions and ‘how’ this has impact on voter choices.
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Defining Thai Product Quality in 2010s

Pajaree Ackaradejruangsri
Philosophy of Asia Pacific Studies
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Japan

Yet, “product quality”, everyone sensibly under-
stand what product quality is, however, no one 
could give a universal definition of it. Years after 
years, all managers and academics have been 
searching for the definition of “Product Quality”. 
But no one can conclude on one concrete defi-
nition. Thus, the question still remains, “what is 
the definition of product quality?”. Up to now, 
there is no research giving product quality defi-
nition on one specific country or region. This re-
search examines and reviews the previous em-
pirical studies to see what experts and scholars 
had defined product quality so far. Along with 
that, this research takes place in Thailand and 
applies the executive interviews with govern-
ment officers, product producers, intermediate 
sellers, as well as hands out customer opinion-
based questionnaires at point of sale (POS). 
As a result, the research proposes “good in all 
aspects and fitness with intended use” to be 
the most up to date definition of Thai product 
quality. This definition arises accordingly to the 
results in which Thai people values “reliability”, 
“function”, and “durability” as their most influ-
ential attribution factors on consumer buying 
decision, moreover, “support service”, “value 
for money” and “adaptability” are other impor-
tant attribution factors that Thai people also 
believes that they can be used in evaluating 
product quality as well. Last but not least, the 
thoughts and views from four different sectors 
reveal the missing gaps between the regula-
tors, market suppliers and consumers’ opinions 
on product quality and these possibly benefit 
and improve Thai product quality as a whole. 
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Result(s)
SRI saves production inputs and increases yield 
gain significantly. The most impressive is to re-
duce water and seed use. Also, environmental 
damage caused by this system is lower due to 
less amount of chemical fertilizer and pesticide 
application as well as low rate of CH4 emission. 
Sensitivity analysis shows that SRI has better 
performance under best and worst case sce-
narios for both types of soil. Nevertheless, the 
system contains highest risk of producer’s profit.

Conclusion(s)
SRI is a better system for a farmer, environment 
and society comparing to conventional system 
even though the system has higher risk on a 
farmer. The government or organizations can 
promote and acknowledge local farmers about 
SRI together with policy and incentive to reduce 
risk and enhance motivation to change from 
conventional system to SRI.  The further study 
about new integrated cropping system can be a 
combination between conventional system and 
SRI. Single seedling method of SRI has high-
er risk than 3 – 4 seedlings/hill of conventional 
method because of low risk diversification in 
rice plant loss. Still, water management of SRI 
provides better benefit for rice plant than con-
ventional system. However, more technical ex-
periments and researches should be done to ob-
serve, improve and investigate new innovative 
ideas and knowledge of rice cropping system.

Cost-benefit analysis of different rice cropping systems in Thailand

Supisra Arayaphong
Sustainable development
Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden

Introduction
To meet increased demand, a farmer has to in-
tensify rice production, which intensive fertilizer 
and pesticide application substantially become 
preferred option to improve yield gain. System 
of Rice Intensification (SRI) is initiated with a 
purpose of more output, less inputs. The sys-
tem is originated in Madagascar by Fr. Henry de 
Laulanie in 1980’s, who develops new concept 
of single seedling transplantation and intermit-
tent irrigation (World Bank, 2008). The system 
conserves natural resources and biodiversity 
as well as utilizes biological power of rice plant 
and solar energy for higher yield capacity with 
fewer requirements of production inputs and 
chemical substances. As for Thailand, SRI was 
initiated since 2000. Since then, the system is 
introduced to several farmers around the coun-
try. However, not all experiments are success-
ful, and well-accepted. Too detailed and com-
plicated processes are probably the reason of 
denial. Consequently, some farmers still prefer 
conventional cropping system like transplanting 
system. Apart from that, rice cultivation depends 
on uncontrollable factors such as weather and 
market. Flood and drought cause serious yield 
loss while fluctuated market price affects pro-
duction cost and income. A farmer’s household, 
the environment, and the society are affected 
from the uncertainty. Accordingly, any change 
or new decision has to be considered care-
fully between expected outcome and riskiness.

Objective(s)
To measure and compare cost and benefit 
of rice cultivation between conventional sys-
tem and SRI in Thailand by using cost-benefit 
analysis. To investigate expected profit and 
risk of both systems by using Monte Carlo 
simulation. Both analytical tools are employed 
to find the best rice cropping system that suit-
able for a farmer, environment and society.

Methodology 
Cost-benefit analysis and Monte Carlo simula-
tion

source image:
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Results
The result from research offers a number of 
managerial implications to Thai SMEs, e.g. (1) 
better understanding the constructs of driv-
ers, impediments and facilitators in relation to 
SCM practice implementation; (2) better un-
derstanding the relationship between SCM 
practices and firm’s performance, (3) an ap-
propriate framework to implement SCM prac-
tices in Thai SMEs, which may improve their 
competitive performance that would directly 
result in sustainable growth of Thai economy.

Conclusions
SCM practices in SMEs are scant. This re-
search contributes to the knowledge by de-
veloping appropriate SCM practices model 
for SMEs based on empirical studies. The 
model clarifies the relationships between 
SCM practices and other constructs. The re-
sult from the study will help Thai SMEs to bet-
ter understand and implement the SCM prac-
tices in their context without trial and error.

SCM practices model suitable for Thai SMEs : A model development 

Therakorn Yardpaga, Dongping Song, Phil Megicks
School of Management
University of Plymouth, United Kingdom

Introduction
The purpose of this study is to develop an appro-
priate supply chain management (SCM) practic-
es model to assist Thai Small and Medium En-
terprises (SMEs) to improve their competences. 

Objectives
The aim of this study is to develop a supply 
chain management (SCM) best practices model 
for the purpose of helping Thai SMEs to im-
prove their competences. The specific objec-
tives include: (1) To identify the main factors 
that affect the implementation of SCM prac-
tices; (2) To identify important SCM prac-
tices those positively yield firm’s performance 
and create value; (3) To construct a SCM prac-
tices model in the context of Thai SMEs and 
LEs; (4) To develop and confirm the SCM best 
practices model that suitable for Thai SMEs.

Methodology
The research process consists of two stages: 
model development, and model testing and 
validation. In the first stage, a comprehensive 
literature review is conducted to identify SCM 
practices and their causes and effects. Then a 
qualitative study through interviewing 20 Thai 
SCM practitioners is employed to develop the 
SCM practices model. The second stage em-
ploys a quantitative research to test and validate 
the model. A large questionnaire survey will be 
conducted and the collected data will be ana-
lysed using structural equation modelling (SEM) 
approach including both exploratory factor analy-
sis (EFA) and confirmatory factor analysis (CFA). 
This paper will mainly focus on the first stage.
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questions which studied the identity of partici-
pants on the scale of Psychological accultura-
tion (PAS). The final section contained ten ques-
tions that explored Thai communities and to see 
to what degree Thai immigrants rely on these 
communities. 

Result(s)
The results show that Thai people in the Neth-
erlands are willing to integrate into Dutch soci-
ety, but they are also proud to maintain a Thai 
identity.  However, the two groups of Thai im-
migrants, workers and students, turned out to 
have slightly different opinions about Thai peo-
ple and Dutch society. The interviews yield-
ed more details about their attitudes towards 
Thai characteristics, identity and networks.  
They also showed that Thai students prefer 
to make friends with Thai students but Thai 
workers are more open to Dutch people.  And 
surprisingly, the conflicts within group, espe-
cially in the group of worker, have been found.  

Conclusion(s) 
To narrow the gap between Thai students 
with other groups, there should be more ac-
tivities, culture trips or academic meetings 
with Dutch people, to foster more understand-
ing and better cultural knowledge.  As for the 
Thai workers, community organizers should try 
to organize community activities which break 
the superficial image. The activities could be 
based on the new philosophy of “Sufficien-
cy economy”, created by King Bhumibhol.

SOCIAL SCIENCES

The characteristics and acculturation of Thai immigrants in the Netherlands

Thiptawan Tielemans-Boonpiyapat
Communication
Tilburg University, the Netherlands

Introduction
Although the Thais in the Netherlands constitute 
a much smaller number than other immigrant 
ethnic groups, the fact that around seventy two 
percent of Thai immigrants are marriage mi-
grants and are women has become a specific 
characteristic which makes the Thai community 
different from the immigrants from most other 
Asian countries to the Netherlands. However, 
The second biggest group of Thai migrants 
consists of students. More than three hundred 
Thai citizens are studying in the Netherlands.
Thus, it is very interesting to explore the char-
acteristics, including opinion and their life in the 
Netherlands of these two immigrant groups.

Objective(s)
The objectives of this study are to explore the 
characteristics and acculturation of two big-
gest groups of Thai immigrants in the Nether-
lands, look through the relationship between 
them and Dutch people and, lastly, studied how 
these two immigrant groups carry Thai identity. 

Methodology
The participants are divided into two groups, 
identified as students and workers. Students 
entered the country for education purposes, 
and workers immigrated to the Netherlands for 
low-paid jobs or to follow a Dutch spouse. Two 
methodologies had been applied to this paper.

1. Sample Description:  
Ethnographic field work aims to find out things 
that people are often not actively aware of, and 
things that belong to the implicit structures of 
their life. The voice they project in conversa-
tion and discussion must be taken seriously. 

2.Quantitative data:
The questionnaire contained 23 questions, 
which divided over three sections. The first sec-
tion aimed to identify the type of acculturation 
that Thai immigrants opted for, in order to un-
derstand how Thai immigrants adapt to the host 
country. The second section contained eleven 

source image:
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changes partly come from the 1997 economic 
crisis which caused striking effects in Thai pub-
lic policies. Thai government has begun to find 
an alternative for national economic develop-
ment by using cultural capital and creative 
economy. Nevertheless, a serious political con-
flict between two political allies, red shirts and 
yellow shirts, lead to a crisis of national identity 
which significantly affects Thai cultural policies. 

In conclusion, film policies do not exist inde-
pendently but they are connected to political, 
economic, cultural and industrial environment. 
Therefore, the film polices in Thailand are not 
only about films. They are also in a grey area 
of contestation of nation-state and national 
identity.  This study can provide better under-
standing of Thai power and culture. Most im-
portantly, it can contribute to the current contro-
versial debates on film censorship in Thailand.  

Constructing Thainess on Screen: Development of Government Policies to-
wards Thai Cinema

Veluree Metaveevinij
School of Oriental and African Studies
University of London, United Kingdom

Cinema is closely related to nation-state which 
is ‘an imagined political community’ (Ander-
son, 1983).  Millions of people in a nation-state 
rarely know each other in person. However, 
they still keep living in the unity of nationhood 
through tools of a nation-state such as official 
print-languages, map and history. Also rep-
resenting national identity on cinema screen 
is influenced by dominant groups which hold 
political, economic or institutional power. 

This study aims to investigate in the develop-
ment of government policies towards Thai 
cinema in changing regimes. It aims to tackle 
several unanswered questions. What is the 
power dynamic between the relationship of Thai 
films and the state? Who has held the power 
in this regard? How has the representation of 
Thainess been articulated by these policies? 

By examining document generated by govern-
ment and non-government bodies which are 
relevant to Thai film policies, I find out that the 
development of Thai film policies can be cat-
egorised into four main periods. 1.) Film Poli-
cies from 1900s to 1930s: An early film policy 
was highly relevant to status and modernisa-
tion mission of Thai monarchy when the coun-
try confronted colonisation forces from western 
countries. 2.) Film Policies in 1930s – 1960s: 
After the revolution in 1932, government poli-
cies towards films still focused on using films as 
a nationalist tool. However, as the people who 
held the state power had changed, the nation-
state represented in films changed from the ab-
solute monarchy to the other institutions, espe-
cially to the military. 3.) Film Policies in 1960s 
– 1990s: Thai film industry developed to a full-
scale entertainment industry. The role of the 
military had slightly faded whereas the role of 
the business class and bourgeoisie had gained 
in politics and cultural production. 4.) Film poli-
cies since 2000s onwards: Thai film policies 
has transformed in several aspects. The gov-
ernment recently expressed concerns on sup-
porting as well as controlling agendas. These 

Publication:
Veluree Metaveevinij, ‘Key success factors of Korean TV 
industry structure that leads to the popularity of Korean 
TV dramas in a global market’, Journal of East Asian 
Studies, 12, 2: 99-135, 2008. 

source image:
Chamroenlak Thanawangnoi (2001) History of Thai Films 
from the Beginning until the End of the Second World 
War, Bangkok: Thammasat University Press 

34



From the 
authors

“Once upon the time, my supervi-
sor told me that ‘Even you have the 
remarkable work in your hand, but 
you don’t or cannot communicate it 
with other people. The value of that 
work will become close to zero’. This 
conference provide the advantage 
not only in term of attempt to commu-
nicate my work with others, but also 
helping me to find other people who 
speak the same academic language 
as me.”

Chalermpat Pongajarn
chalermpat.pongajarn@wur.nl 

“TSAC 2012 is the perfect platform 
for me to disseminate my preliminary 
research findings to Thai people 
and to voice my concerns to current 
educational issues of Thailand. The 
possible feedbacks from the audi-
ences at TSAC will be one of the key 
ingredients to perfect my study.”

Chamnan Para
chamnanpara@hotmail.com

“TSAC 2012 would allow me an im-
portant opportunity to meet with other 
Thai research students from other 
countries in Europe. The includes 
networking and exchanging knowl-
edge between people from different 
fields of study for future academic 
purposes”

Chongnang Wiputhanupong
llxcw5@nottingham.ac.uk

Cheera Thongkrajai
cheera.thongkrajai@gmail.com
“ :) ” “I would like to learn from other peo-

ple’s works. This could broaden my 
academic view.”    
- Our journey for peace begins today 
and every day. Each step is a prayer, 
each step is a meditation, each step 
will build a bridge - (Ven. Maha Gho-
sananda)

Kanokkarn  Tavapitak
tkanokarn@yahoo.com 

“ :) ”

Juthamas Kasemsap
jkasemsap @bournemouth.ac.uk 

“ Great opportunity to meet Thai stu-
dents in Europe and know what you 
guys are passionate of, so that we 
can share knowledge and thoughts. 
To me, sharing knowledge and ideas 
is  a keyword for development :)”

Lalitta Suriya-Arunroj
lalitta.suriya.arunroj@googlemail.com

“ From knowledge sharing, brain-
storming, idea generating, to contrib-
uting to Thailand, these fruitful and 
amazing experiences from young 
talented Thai breeds in various con-
tinents are the motivations that drive 
me to take part in this conference, 
and thanks to TSAC 2012, educa-
tion and social network among Thai 
students can meet at one.”

Pajaree Ackaradejruangsri
pajaree.ack@gmail.com 

“I believe that knowledge is the one 
of the keys to a country’s success-
ful development. Today, TSAC has 
inspired an important milestone which 
will strengthen the knowledge founda-
tion of Thailand, and I would like to 
be part of this event by contributing 
my share and learning others’ at the 
same time”

Pan Piyasil
panpiyasil@hotmail.com 
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“I strongly believe that joining in this 
conference not only can I gain a lot 
of knowledge from many Thai friends 
who study in other fields, but also 
I hope we can keep contact to join 
hands in the future after we go back 
to Thailand.”

Siritorn Buranurak
sibur@dtu.dk 

“To share and exchange knowledge 
and experiences with others from dif-
ferent fields is a great way to broaden 
and develop my own ideas and 
perspectives.”

Supisra Arayaphong
wowwowja@hotmail.com

“Attending the conference is always 
the great opportunity to have an 
academic exchange as well as a new 
network. Multi-disciplinary conference 
like TSAC 2012 may give me new 
ideas, theories and perspectives for 
my own research.”

Thanavi Chotpradit
thanavi@yahoo.com

“It’s a good opportunity to share 
the research idea with other Thai 
students and also great to learn from 
others.”

Therakorn Yardpaga
therakorn.yardpaga@plymouth.ac.uk

“My main reason to get involved to 
TSAC 2012 is that  I am inspired 
by Chol Bunnag who continuously 
shows me his strength and hope to 
develop our country, thus as a Thai, 
I shouldn’t have given up my hope to 
help our motherland.”

Thiptawan Tielemans-Boonpiyapat
Tiptielemans@gmail.com

“A very beautiful opportunity to learn 
new ideas and exchange views in 
formal and informal ways.”

Umarin Sangpanich
g_umarin@hotmail.com

“TSAC 2012 provides a great oppor-
tunity for me and other Thai students 
to meet and exchange our academic 
interests.  This chance, of course, will 
lead to a greater platform for cooper-
ation after we graduate and go back 
to our home country.  ”

Veluree Metaveevinij 
236567@soas.ac.uk

“Following the quote from HRH 
Prince Mahidol of Songkla (He was 
regarded as the father of modern 
medicine and public health of Thai-
land), -True Success is not in the 
Learning but in its Application to the 
Benefit of Mankind.- So, I would like 
to devote my academic and profes-
sional career to contribute the best 
practice for Thai people.”

Visnu Lohsiriwat
lohsiriwat@gmail.com 

“This conference is considered to be 
a great opportunity for me to meet up 
with other Thai scholars from various 
disciplines.  By doing this, we can 
build up a network, exchange our 
ideas, and work together for further 
development of Thailand.”

Wipapan Ngampramuan
wipapan@hotmail.com

“I believe that strong network and 
community can contribute to a great 
work. So TSAC 2012 may establish a 
great researcher network and contrib-
ute a great work to Thailand. I would 
like to participate this first establish-
ment and be one of the researcher to 
improve, develop and create research 
in Thailand.”

Yingyot Infahsaeng
yingyot.infahsaeng@gmail.com
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Contribution to Thailand

The Royal Thai Embassy,
The Hague

Thank you

Apiparn Borisuit 
Chantawit Tantasith
Dana Darongsuwan
Ekarat Tosomboon
Kitti Kamkaew 
Nuankhanit Phromchanya 
Nutt Svasti-Salee 
Peraphan Jittrapirom
Pravech Ajawatanawong 
Raweekit Phutthithanakorn 
Sanchai Wadwiang
Sorachai Kamollimsakul 
Thanee Chaiwat 
Thorn Towanna
Veluree Methaveevinij
Worawut Sinkoksoong 
Yanin Chivakidakarn 
Yingyot Infahsaeng 

Special Thanks 

Alida Pham   
UNESCO-IHE 

Bart Brinkman             
Rotterdam Business School

Pimwipa Vatanutanon  
Nuffic NESO Thailand

Piyapan Atipatya  
The Royal Thai Embassy, The Hague

Suporn Purisangkaha 
Office of Civil Service Commission

Watanya Singhasa  
The Royal Thai Embassy, The Hague

Sponsors

Netherlands-Thai Chamber
of Commerce




